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Priority' 



The acknowledgement of receipt of the papers submitted under 35 USC 1 19(a) to (d) 
is noted. 

''Drawings' 

In the specification, oti page 3, lines 29 and 30, it is stated that the high ehjd processor 
may be housed on PCB 1 1 . Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that PCB 1 1 constitutes 
processing circuitry, and hende processing means, as defined in claim 1. It is thetfefore 
respectfully submitted that the drawings (Fig. 6) show the processing means. Adcjitionally, 
the above amendments involve deleting reference to operating means from claimf |l. 
Therefore, it is also respectfully submitted that the drawings show all the featureslof claim 1 
as amended. 

^'Specification' 

The amendments involve deleting three of the incorporatioos by reference^ and 
amending a fourth incorporation by reference. This amendment involves replacing the 
incorporation by reference wiih a substitute incorporation by reference to a US patent 
application identified by its serial number, A declaration from the Applicant, as i^uired, is 
filed with this response. Eveh though the title of the application referred to in thej 
incorporation by reference prior to the present amendment differs from that of th^; 
application referred to once ttie present amendment is introduced, as declared in the 
Applicant's declaration the irtatcrial incorporated before and after the amendmentjis the 
same. Therefore no new matter is presented. It will also be noted that the title of Ithe 
application as referred to prior to the amendment and the actual title of the application 
referred to after the amendmdnt relates essentially to the same subject matter. 



Accordingly the specification no longer incorporates material by referenccj to foreign 



patents or patent applications 



or to unidentified US patent applications. 
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As mentioned above Jthc amendments to the specification involve deletirin; reference, 
in claim 1, to the operating nieans. Accordingly » the correction called for in iteini4 of the 
Office Action has been madel Therefore it is respectfully submitted that lack of J)roper 
antecedent basis in the present regard is no longer an issue. 

It is respectfully subniitted that the formalities objections in relation to cl^ms II and 
13 have been successfully addressed by the amendments of the relevant claims w^ich 
include providing the full wdrding represented by the acronyms referred to. 



"Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 112" 

The amendments to tie specification include amendments to claim 11 which inter 
alia restructure the claim to rtiake more clear that the claini does not claim prcK^e?;!?; steps, but 

i i 

is indeed directed to features bf the claimed video game console device per se. \ 

The amendments also include correcting the typographical error in claim tl which is 
intended to depend from claiin 16 and not from claim 15 as reflected before the ainendment. 

'Double Patenting** 

It is stated, in the Offibc Action, that U.S. patent No. 5,566,290 (Silverbrbbk) 

discloses an equivalent integiial printer for operatively enabling printout of images relevant 
to interactive program on paper. However, it is respectfully submitted that, if the:elaims of 
Silverbrook (*290) are considered, it wiD be seen that no printer, let alone an integral printer, 
is claimed in that patent. Further, it is respectfully submitted that the pertinent isg<ic with 
regard to the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting rel^s to what 
is defined in the claims of thd prior patent. It is further respectfully submitted thati there are 
no features defined in the claims of Silverbrook C290) which, when seen or intei^reted in 
light of the remainder of the specification, may be construed as relating to an inte^al printer 

apparatus as defined in claimll of the present application. It is respectfully submitted that the 

■ . i 

disclosure of Silverbrook C290) (as opposed to the claims thereof)^ at least insofal' as this 

\ • I ■ 

disclosure relates to a printer,; does not support any relevant part of the claims of Silverbrook 

('290), is not relevant as prio^ art« and must not be considered as part of an obvioiisness-type 
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double patenling objection. Eurthermore, it is rcspectfuHy submitted that the issii^ of 
whether Silvcrbrook (*290) indeed discloses an equivalent integral printer apparatus (as 
stated in the Office Action) remains moot. 

U.S. patent 5, 666^141 (Matoba et al) r&lates to an ink jet head and a methbd of 
manufacturing same. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the type of consideration 
of Si) verbrook (*290) which is permitted in the present circumstances (i^. of the ^ilaims 
only), in combination with a Consideration of Matoba et al, does not teach or surest the 
inclusion of printer apparatus! in a video game console device as claimed in the ptj^sent 
application. j 



Accordingly, it is rest^ectfuUy submitted that claims 1 to 17 do not fall within the 
ambit of the doctrine of ubviousness-type double patenting over Silverbrook (*2Sf<)) or over 
Silverbrook (*290) in view of Matoba et al and are therefore not unpatentable in tjiis regard. 

* Claim Rejections - 35 USC §|l03" 

The Examiner states that Silverbrook ('290) discloses an equivalent integrjal printer- 
However, it is respectfully submitted that this is an incorrect reading of Silverbroi<ik ('290). 
Silvcrbrook (*290) discloses that a processor, fonning part of the device in question, permits 
the display of generated imagjes on a colour laser printer. Silverbrook ('290) further states 
that the device embodying th6 invention in question includes a connector which permits 
interconnection of the device iwith "a data network or with a colour printer such a^ that 
contained within the Canon CLC500 colour laser copier", Silvcrbrook (*290) doei not 
disclose a printer that is integ^-al. The mention of a printer which is a colour laser iprinter, 
and in particular, reference to; a printer in the fonn of the Canon printer referred tc(, indicates 
that what was envisaged in Sip verbrook (*290) was an externa! (non -integral) pririier. This 
inference is strengthened by the reference to a data network; this contemplates cotfnection to 
an external entity rather than m entity integral with the device. It is submitted that; the term 
"integral" implies that something is part of a whole. Silverbrook C290) is directeiji to a 
device, and it appears clear that the printers disclosed in Silverbrook (*290) do not form part 
of the device itself. It is therefore respectfully submitted that Silverbrook ('290) tiaches 
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away from the idea of an intdgral printer. Therefore, as a person skilled in the a^ would not 
be directed to a printer which is integral as defined in claim 1 of the present appBjcation, they 
would also not be directed toi ''an integral printer apparatus including a printheadij ink supply 

: i 

unit, and print media feed mdans'^ as defined in claim I. 



US 5,666,141 (Matoba et al) is directed to an ink jet head and a method 6 r 

manufacturing thereof, and tlberefore would also not teach or suggest a printer apparatus 

• • i 

being an integral part of a video game console device as defined in claim 1. Thd^efore, it is 

respectfully submitted that v^^atever additions or modifications Matoba et al migjit suggest 

to a printer apparatus per se (i.e. in isolation), it is not relevant to the present invention as 

defined in claim 1. 

Accordingly, it is resf^ectfully submitted that claim 1 is not unpatentable cjver 
Silverbrook ('290) or over Sijlverbrook C290) in view of Matoba et al. Claims 2 to 17 all 
depend, directly or indirectly^ from claim 1 and therefore include features and lin^tations m 
addition to those of claim 1. Accordingly, it is respectfully submit^d that these cjlaims axe 
also not unpatentable over Sij verbrook (*290) or over Silverbrook ('290) in view of Matoba 
etaL 
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CONCLUSION 

It is respectfully submitted that all of the Examiner's objections have been j|uccessfully 
traversed. Accordingly* it is Submitted that the application is now in condition fdr 
allowance. Reconsideration and allowance of the application is courteously solidited. 



Very respectfully. 
Applicant: 



C/o: 



Email: 

Telephone: 

Facsimile: 



KIA SILVERBROOK 
Silveibrook Research Pty Ltd 
393 Darling Street 
Balmain N$W 2041, Australia 



+612 9818 6633 



+61 2 9818 



6711 
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2C 



2f 



A VIDEO GAME 



1- 



CONSOLE WITH INTEGRAL PRINTER DEVICE 



Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to the field of video games and, more particularly, to a 

video games console having an integral compact printer device. 

; .i 
: i 

Sumtnary of the Invention \ | 

In accordance with aifirst aspect of the present invention, there is provided a video 

game console device including; 

means to receive detachable interactive program storage means forexeculion by said 

console; 

processing 4ind operating means for executing said interactive program st<ked on said 
detachable intcracdve progjam storage means, said program execution causing Lhe 
generation of images for diisplay on an image display means; 

communicadon meaiis to enable operational interaction from control de\^ces during 
execution of said program;-:and 

an integral printer api>aratus including a printhead, ink supply unit, and print media 
feed means; 

said printer appai-atus being operatively associated with said processing oAd 
operating means to print oUt^n to print media images relevant to said interactiv|e program. 

In the preferred form, the console is designed for use with a detachable cctntroHer 
module that includes a variety of interactive control devices such as joysticks aiid control 
buttons etc. This controller may communicate with the console by wireless 
communication means such as the new "Bluetooth" system or by cable or other suitable 
communication means. . 

Preferably, the integral printer apparatus includes an internal print media Supply unit. 



In the preferred formv 
print media supply unit and; 
assembly. 



AP08 



the print media is in the form of sheets of paper or dard and the 
ink supply unit are jointly housed in a replaceable cartridge 
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Fig. 9 is a front perspective view of the console showing the printer modui^ in the 
raised position for insertion of the print media and ink supply cartridge; and : j 

Fig. iO is a schematic view of the assembly shown in Fig. 9 illustrating insc^lion of a 
DVD into the DVD playier module. i 



D escription of Preferred j and Other Embodiments 

Tn the illustrated pj-eferred embodiment, there is provided a video game pl^er which 
includes an integral printer which is able to print out, preferably on business cardi sized 
cards, information which enhances the interactivity of the video game. 

Turning to the figiires, there is shown a video game console 1 comprising^ printer 
module 2 and Digital Video Disk (DVD) player module 3. Connected to the coj|isoJc is on 
optional detachable controller module 4 as shown in Fig. 1 . The detachable controller 
module can communicatb with the console by any suitable means including wirebss systems 
such as "Bluetooth" or cable etc. and can be releasably secured to the console bg| any 
suhable means including! magnetic coupling 5 or mechanical interlocking. 

The printer modufe 2 and DVD player module 3 are interconnected by mc^uis of 
connecting housing cxtehsions 6 and 7 which hinge about pivots 8 as shown in ^ig. 3. The 
lower connecting exten^on 7 preferably Includes varioiLs input/output connectoi^ and pons 
9 for optionally connecting joy sticks and other interactive devices. A video outlet port is 
also provided for connection with standard video type devices as is common in t le art. 
Further ports can also be provided for an external power source or other devicdi such as 
sound systems lo be interconnected to the console. 

The DVD player rhodulc 3 is able to take standard DVD games disks 1 0 ai is 
becoming popular in thc^ industry. The DVD player is interconnected to a high ejnd 
processor (not shown) M/hlch can be constructed along similar lines to standard -^igh end 
video game proccssors,6r«iong- thelines-o^f4hat-dis 
Pe^Mi:l^8/0O544,"thc contents of which are speeifioally incorporated -I 
reference. The processor in turn utilizes memory for standard video game fiinctjons and 
interacts with the print dontroller chip which is also preferably housed with the high end 
processor on PCB 1 1 within the printer module 2. The controller chip (also notj; 



can be structured along 



the lines set out in Australian provisional patent specification 
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shown) 
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The upper surfiice 
ink distribution assembly; 



entitled Image creation thcthod and apparatus (ART 77)' filed 9 November, \99A. the 
contents of which are agiin incorporated by cross reference. Batteries for driving the 
console arc preferably loUied in the base of the DVD player module as shown arrow 12. 

The printer moduli 2 is preferably constructed so as to simultaneously provide a 
closure for Ihc DVD plainer module 3* This is achieved by hinging the printer un^ lo the 
DVD module as shown. ;The printer module 2 comprises a base molding 1 4 thai is 
configured to fully enclose a DVD disk receiving compartment J 5 formed in the Upper 
surface of the DVD playijr module 3. The base molding ) 4 is further configurec} jto define 
an integral chassis structiare 16 adapted on its under side to receive and locate anj ink and 
in paper cartridge 18. 

lof the chassis structure 16 is configured to support a prftithead and 
19, print media feed mechanism 20, and ink connecting hoses 21 , 
ihe latter linking ink outlet nozzles 22 on the cha3Sts with ink inlet nozzles 23 provided on 
the printhead and ink distribution iisscmbly 19. The printer and DVD control PdB 1 0 is 
15 also supported on the cHassis 16 and has flexible connections 26 extending therefrom to 
interconnect the DVD a*id printer control buttons 27 and 28 provided on a top cbver 
molding 29. 

Details of the printhead, ink distribution assembly and print media feed mebns are best 
illustrated in Fig, 8. Th6 printhead, which is preferably in the form of a pagewici ; 

20 printhead chip, is packaged with an ink distribution unit and printhead cover into 

printhead module 30. This module 30 is supported on a printhead chassis molding 32, and 
further includes a printhead capping mechanism 33, paired drive rollers 34 and 3j5, stepper 
motor 36 and an associated gear box 37 that engages ihc drive rollers 34 and 3^ 
The preferred ink ^nd i 

25 in the applicant's copen^ing^imttli 

cartrklgc with integral pickup roller^ the contents of which are incorporated herein by 
reference. In the alternate embodiment illustrated in the accompanying drawings the ink 
and pap^r cartridge conlprises a casing 40 defining an upper print media storage 
adapted to hold a stack of paper cards or sheets 42. A card dispensing outlet is 

.10 43. The lower portion 6f the casing defines an ink supply region 45 which is sef^arated 

internally into four sections each of which connect with piercable ink supply out cts 46. On 

AF08 



h Inkjet 
a 




region 4 1 
shown at 
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ihc 

interactive 



-5- 

instalbtion, these outlets 46 arc pierced by formations in Ihc underside of the basfc molding 
so that ink flows from tl^c cartridge to the outlet nozzles on the chassis 1 6, via connecting 
hoses 2 i , to the printheajd and ink distribution assembly 1 9. 

(n yet another embodiment, the printer unit and print media container can be snap 
5 fined into the comole.a.U-&afl-be-con^ 

in-A«stralian provisionai patenl entitled 'image crefltion-method and-apparatus-(i^lH=^ 
ats^filed by l^ic present iapplicant, the contents of- which are also hereby incof^ted-by 
*ro5s reference. 

In use, the consol^ is connected to a video device and a DVD 48 is insertcfl into the 

10 DVD player module 3. lAppropriaic controllers are then selected. These may \k 
detachable controller module 1 as shown in Fig. 1, or alternatively other externa 
controllers. The printed can then be operated during execution of the program iA the DVD 
either manually or autoitialically as discussed in more detail below. 

It will be evident io those skilled in the art that the preferred embodimentiprovides for 

1 5 a video games system eftaWing print on demand cards. These cards can be utilii^d for a 

number of purposes. Firstly, the video game can, at certain predetermined level^, print out 
a series of cards', |These can provide a high resolution picture which can ofily be 
achieved at a certain poSnt in the game. The brag cards can be personalised witly Qie game 
players name, score, chosen character, accumulated wealth or objects, etc. Thejcards could 

20 also include a photogra|)hic likeness where the video game arrangement includei an 

optional image sensor (not shown). With such an option, the brag cards could ^|lso be 
personalised with a photographic likeness mapping on to 3D characters etc. 

The DVD player ban be adapted to play standard DVD movies in addition to being 
configured to read CD-jlOMs so as to provide intbrmation from encyclopaedias , maps etc 

25 provided by other CD-ROMs or DVD disks. In this manner, images from DVt^ movies 

and information from sich CD-ROM or DVD repositories can be printed out. It should be 
noted that while the preferred form uses a DVD player or drive, the interactive programs 
may be stored on CD-ROM or on semiconductor memory cartridges, the latter being 
popularly used with poi;ket sized prior art video game devices. 

30 Additionally, alttough the preferred embodiment described is designed foi^ optional 

use with non portable cixtemal display and control devices, the game storage medium, 

AP08 
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MARKED-UF COPY OF CLAIMS; 



1 



A video gaine consol^ device including: 
means to receive detachable interactive program storage means for execi^on by said 
console; 

processing and opomling means for executing said interactive program stk: red on said 
detachable interactive prograin storage means, said program execution causing the . 
generation of images for display on an image display means; 

communication means to enable operational interaction from control devices during 
execution of said program; aAd 

an integral printer apparatus including a prtnthead, ink supply unit, and pr|nt media 
feed means; 

said printer apparatus!: being operatively associated with said processing i 
op e rating means to print out onto onto print-media images relevant to said interactive 
program. 



1 1 . (Amended) A videb game console device according to claim 8, whereii said 
printhead is formed bv a MEhiS procesging technique a microelectromechanical ^vstem 



(MEMS) printhead. 



13. (Amended) A vid^ game console device according to claim 1, whereM said 
detachable program storage rheans comprises a CD ROM compact disk-read onlyj memory 
(CD-ROMV I 

17. (Amended) A videjo game console device according to claim 45 16, whi&rein said 

t 

controller module is releasably connected with said console by means of a magnetic 
coupling. 
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